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What Is Scabies?

Scabies Is An Extremely Iltchy Skin Disorder That Can Be
Passed From One Person To Another. It Is Caused By An
Infestation With A Parasite - The Scabies Mite. The Mite Lives
On The Skin And Burrows Into It. Scabies Is Spread To Others
Through Close Skin-to-skin Contact. It Is Easily Treated With
An Insecticide Lotion Applied To The Skin. Two Applications
Of Treatment Are Needed, One Week Apart.
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How Do You Get Scabies?

You Need Close Skin-to-skin
Contact With An Infected Person
To Catch Scabies. This Is Because
The Scabies Mite Cannot Jump Or
Fly.

The Skin-to-skin Contact Needs To Be For A
Reasonable Time To Catch The Mite. You Usually
Need To Be In Skin Contact For 15-20 Minutes To
Catch Scabies. Therefore, You Are Unlikely To
Catch Scabies From An Infected Person By
Casual Short Contact Such As A Handshake Or A
Hug. The More Mites There Are, The Faster They
Can Spread To Another Person.
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Sometimes Outbreaks Of Scabies Occur In
Places Such As Nurseries And Residential
Homes, Where People Are In Regular Close
Contact
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Catch Scabies From
Bedding And Towels
Unless You Use Them
Immediately After Being
Used By Someone With
Scabies.




What Are The Symptoms Of Scabies?
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Itching. This Is The Main
Symptom Of Scabies

Mite Tunnels (Burrows). These May Be Seen On
The Skin As Fine, Dark, Or Silvery Lines They
Most Commonly Occur In The Loose Skin
Between The Fingers

l

Rash . The Rash Usually Appears Soon After The Itch
Starts. It Is Typically A Blotchy, Lumpy Red Rash That Can
Appear Anywhere On The Body.
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Scratching. Scratching Due To Intense ltching Can Cause Minor
Skin Damage.

Precautions : The above information on this page is not intended to be a substitute for professional
medical advice. Do not use this information to self diagnose without consulting your doctor.
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